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War. I am proud to represent him, his family 
and his fellow teachers and students in the 
United States Congress. I know that my col-
leagues join me in congratulating Todd 
Jacobson and wishing him well and continued 
success in the future. 

f 

HONORING JOHN EVANS 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 16, 2015 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, it is always a 
pleasure to have local leaders in the business 
community who are civic-minded, and work 
hard to better the neighborhood. John Evans, 
the friendly face the community knows so well 
from Brown’s Jewelers on Riverdale Avenue, 
has been one of those community-minded 
business leaders for many years. 

John was born and bred in the Bronx. The 
grandson of a Greenwich Village artisan jew-
eler, he and a partner started in the jewelry 
business in 1967, building a successful busi-
ness in the East Bronx. At age 30, John was 
ready for a new challenge, and took his tal-
ents to Fuji Film. For 20 years John rose 
through the ranks of the company, becoming 
upper-level management in Fuji’s bio-medical 
engineering division. 

As successful as his tenure at Fuji Film 
was, John decided to return to jewelry, this 
time at Brown’s in Riverdale. For 18 years as 
owner, John has become a pillar of the River-
dale community. He has selflessly provided 
both financial and moral support to organiza-
tions throughout the entire area, including the 
Riverdale Jewish Community Relations Coun-
cil (RJCRC), the South Riverdale Little 
League, the children’s basketball program at 
the Riverdale Y, Rising Stars program at the 
Riverdale Y, and the Conservative Synagogue 
Adath Israel of Riverdale. John’s warmth and 
positive nature are evident in everything he 
does, and the Riverdale community has bene-
fitted greatly from all of his efforts. 

This year, the RJCRC is honoring John with 
the Community Business Award at their an-
nual Legislative Breakfast on March 15th. I 
want to congratulate my good friend John on 
this wonderful honor, and thank him for every-
thing he has done on behalf of the Riverdale 
community. No one deserves this recognition 
or honor more than him. 

f 

HONORING CADET MAXWELL ROSE 

HON. JASON SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 16, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Cadet Maxwell Rose of Mis-
souri for his achievement and commitment to 
serving our country. 

Cadet Rose has reached the second mile-
stone of the Civil Air Patrol Cadet Program, 
and is being promoted to the rank of Cadet 
2nd Lieutenant. To complete the program and 
achieve this milestone, Cadet Rose had to 

excel in different trainings and leadership 
classes. He then went before a Promotion Re-
view Board of his peers who acknowledged 
his achievements and awarded him this rec-
ognition. This is quite an honor as only a few 
distinguished cadets nationwide achieve this 
status. 

At a young age Cadet Rose has shown an 
admirable commitment to serve our country, 
and I am very thankful for patriots like him 
who will lead the future generation of airmen. 
It is my pleasure to recognize his efforts and 
achievements before the House of Represent-
atives. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO CHERYL ORTEGA— 
28TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
WOMAN OF THE YEAR 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 16, 2015 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year, 
we pay special tribute to the contributions and 
sacrifices made by our nation’s women. It is 
an honor to pay homage to outstanding 
women who are making a difference in my 
Congressional District. I would like to recog-
nize a remarkable woman, Cheryl Ortega of 
Echo Park, a unique neighborhood in Los An-
geles, California. 

Born in Los Feliz and raised in the Echo 
Park area of Los Angeles, California, Ms. 
Ortega’s father’s family arrived in Echo Park 
from Massachusetts in 1917, hoping to be part 
of the early movie industry. Ms. Ortega at-
tended Los Feliz Elementary School, Our 
Mother of Good Counsel School, Immaculate 
Heart High School and Immaculate Heart Col-
lege. She holds a Bachelor of Arts in French 
and a Bilingual Teaching Credential in Span-
ish. 

Cheryl has been passionate about edu-
cation from a very young age. She has been 
a teacher for nearly half a century, and has 
been teaching in Echo Park at Logan Span 
School for over two decades. Ms. Ortega’s 
close association with the immigrant commu-
nity has led her to actively advocate for people 
whose children she has taught in bilingual 
early education programs for almost 50 years. 
Along with her professional career, Cheryl is 
active and engaged in volunteering for the 
community and its schools. Currently, she 
serves on the Board of Directors of United 
Teachers Los Angeles, representing English 
Learner students and their teachers. She also 
serves as the Co-Chair of the Schools, Librar-
ies, and Community Organizations of the 
Greater Echo Park Elysian Neighborhood 
Council, and has been a member of the Coun-
cil through several different administrations. 

Cheryl and her husband, John, have three 
children, John, Kristina and Sara, and five 
grandchildren, Danny, Jake, Amanda, Ben and 
Caleb. 

I ask all Members to join me in honoring an 
exceptional woman of California’s 28th Con-
gressional District, Cheryl Ortega. 

IN HONOR OF MR. MIKE 
MOYNIHAN 

HON. DONALD NORCROSS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 16, 2015 

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commend the works of Mr. Mike Moynihan 
whose achievements, contributions and serv-
ice to the people of New Jersey as an advo-
cate and leader, have not gone unnoticed. 

Mr. Moynihan recently retired after eighteen 
years with the United Way of Camden County 
and the United Way of Greater Philadelphia 
and Southern New Jersey. Mr. Moynihan has 
also served across the nation with the United 
Way for nearly thirty years. 

Mike was an effective and valuable member 
of the United Way of Camden County as its 
President and CEO. He was an advocate for 
the needs of the whole community, assisting 
in the merger that created a powerful and ef-
fective United Way in our area. I know Mike 
as a vital member of the community, and I en-
joyed our time working together. 

In addition to his work with the United Way, 
Mike also serves on the executive committee 
of the Senator Walter Rand Institute for Public 
Affairs at Rutgers University, the Camden 
County Government Ethics Board, and has 
also been involved in a variety of community 
service organizations. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Moynihan is a great man 
who demonstrates for us all the good that can 
be accomplished by pairing true leadership 
and great compassion. I join with my commu-
nity and all of New Jersey in honoring the 
achievements of this truly exceptional man. 

f 

HONORING BRYSON DEAN GRAU 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 16, 2015 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Bryson Dean 
Grau. Bryson is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 314, 
and earning the most prestigious award of 
Eagle Scout. 

Bryson has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Bryson has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Bryson has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Bryson Dean Grau for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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REMEMBERING JIM ‘‘LIBBY’’ 

LIBERATORE 

HON. THOMAS MacARTHUR 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 16, 2015 

Mr. MACARTHUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of a great man in my district, 
Jim ‘‘Libby’’ Liberatore, who passed away this 
month at the age of 60. Mr. Liberatore was a 
former Burlington Township fire chief, and 
dedicated his life to emergency services and 
caring for his community. 

It is not often that we come across public 
servants who not only embody the spirit of 
service, but who approach that service with 
passion and excitement. Libby was truly one 
of those men—he began his career as a vol-
unteer firefighter in 1971 and went on to fill 
countless positions and duties over the next 
43 years. He spent six years as fire chief and 
received the State Firefighter of the Year 
Award in 1992. 

His friends and colleagues describe him as 
the key individual responsible for bringing peo-
ple together. Mr. Liberatore organized edu-
cational trips to conventions, encouraged a 
spirit of healthy competition, and led fund-
raisers for the fire station. His devotion to 
those around him never went unnoticed, and 
the South Jersey community is greatly im-
proved because of his life and work. 

It is my sincere hope that Libby will continue 
be an inspiration to those who knew him, and 
that we can all strive to reflect the same val-
ues of service, love, and dedication he per-
sonified. May he rest in peace. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MAX MEKUS 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 16, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Dr. Max Mekus for his 
many years of service on the Ringgold County 
Board of Health. 

For the past 26 years, Dr. Mekus has 
served as a faithful servant to his county. All 
members of this board are volunteers and 
have jurisdiction over public health matters in 
the county. 

I know that my colleagues in the United 
States Congress join me in commending Dr. 
Max Mekus for his service to Ringgold County 
and wish him the best in his retirement from 
his duties. I consider it an honor to represent 
him in Congress, and I wish him the best in 
his future endeavors. 

f 

COLUMBUS NORTH GIRLS 
BASKETBALL TEAM 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 16, 2015 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the accomplishments of the Columbus 
North girls basketball team. 

The Columbus North girls’ basketball team 
recently captured the team’s first state cham-

pionship. The Bulldogs won the Indiana High 
School Athletic Association Class 4A State 
Final 62–56 over Homestead High School. 

The team embodied the best of Hoosier 
sportsmanship with their dedication, grit, and 
execution shown not only in the championship 
game but throughout the entire season. For 
the leadership and support of this champion-
ship team, congratulations and accolades go 
to Superintendent Dr. John Quick, Principal 
David Clark, Athletic Director Jeff Hester, 
Coach Pat McKee, the assistant coaches, all 
other support staff, and the 27 young women 
who worked so hard to achieve their cham-
pionship goal. 

I ask the entire 6th Congressional District to 
join me in congratulating the Columbus North 
Bulldogs for their impressive victory. I look for-
ward to seeing what each of these talented 
young women will achieve in the future. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO JEAN MALUCCIO— 
28TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
WOMAN OF THE YEAR 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 16, 2015 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year, 
we pay special tribute to the contributions and 
sacrifices made by our nation’s women. It is 
an honor to pay homage to outstanding 
women who are making a difference in my 
Congressional District. I would like to recog-
nize a remarkable woman, Jean Maluccio of 
La Crescenta, California. 

Jean is a savvy businesswoman who helps 
oversee the Maluccio Company, a local invest-
ment firm, but is best known for her unparal-
leled volunteerism that benefits the entire 
Crescenta Valley. Jean served as the Execu-
tive Director of the Crescenta Valley Chamber 
of Commerce for more than 18 years, without 
pay, and continues to have an active role with 
the chamber as an advisor, and helps ensure 
the smooth operation of chamber events that 
include the Taste of the Foothills and Home-
town Country Fair. She served as President of 
the Crescenta Valley Chamber of Commerce 
in 1994, 1995, 2009 and 2010. Jean was also 
one of the founders of the Crescenta Valley 
Fireworks Association, a nonprofit which orga-
nizes an annual 4th of July fireworks display, 
and works countless hours each year arrang-
ing for the carnival entertainment, handling 
site permits, working with security for the 
event and selling tickets. 

Ms. Maluccio has also been actively in-
volved with Prom Plus, where she was on 
hand to secure donations of food and serve 
food to guests at the organization’s 20th anni-
versary gala. She also gives of her time with 
Relay For Life, an annual 24-hour event held 
at Clark Magnet High School, where hundreds 
of people walk on the school field to raise 
funds to fight cancer. Jean not only obtains 
the donated food to feed the participants, but 
also stays for most of the 24 hours to ensure 
that the food is ready when needed. In addi-
tion, Jean also volunteers for the Glendale Po-
lice Department, working at the Montrose 
COPPS substation representing the depart-
ment in many capacities and answering ques-
tions from the public. 

A strong supporter of our nation’s military, 
Jean was a driving force in raising awareness 
and helped organize fundraisers for the refur-
bishment of the war memorial at Two Strike 
Park in La Crescenta. 

I ask all Members to join me in honoring an 
exceptional woman of California’s 28th Con-
gressional District, Jean Maluccio. 

f 

HONORING YAEL LEVY 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 16, 2015 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, my district is 
blessed to have an incredible array of natural 
beauty, and community members that work to 
highlight and preserve this beauty do a won-
derful service for the neighborhood. When it 
comes to Yael Levy, who founded Riverdale 
Riverfest, the commitment to highlighting the 
need for expanded access to our scenic Hud-
son waterway has turned a simple passion 
into a community calling. 

Yael founded Riverdale Riverfest in June, 
2010 in hopes of advancing the timetable for 
construction of the Hudson River Greenway 
Link, a waterfront park that would connect the 
Manhattan Hudson River Greenway to the old 
Croton Aqueduct Trail in Westchester County. 
The festival has become an annual tradition 
for many, bringing people from all over the 
Northwest Bronx to the campus of the College 
of Mount Saint Vincent, which sits on the Hud-
son’s shores. The festival is a great time for 
the entire family, and offers everything from 
stage performances and local vendors to boat 
rides. By giving the community a taste of how 
wonderful year round public access to the wa-
terfront would be, the festival has gone a long 
way toward building the public support nec-
essary to make the Greenway Link a reality. 

When Yael is not working to expand river 
access, she is serving as Deputy Chief of the 
Appeals Bureau at the Nassau County District 
Attorney’s Office, and teaching New York 
Criminal Practice at St. John’s University 
School of Law. 

A proud mother of three, Yael has loved 
raising her family in Riverdale, and hopes to 
someday be able to cycle with them along the 
Hudson without having to start by leaving the 
Bronx. 

This year, The Riverdale Jewish Community 
Relations Council is honoring Yael with the 
Community Builder Award at their annual Leg-
islative Breakfast. I want to congratulate Yael 
on this wonderful honor, and thank her for all 
she has done to enhance and promote our 
beautiful community. 

f 

H.R. 648, THE TRAUMA SYSTEMS 
AND REGIONALIZATION OF 
EMERGENCY CARE REAUTHOR-
IZATION ACT AND H.R. 647, THE 
ACCESS TO LIFE-SAVING TRAU-
MA CARE FOR ALL AMERICANS 
ACT 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 16, 2015 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I am encour-
aged that today the House will consider two 
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